
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable David E. Price 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Price: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the fmal rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:Ilwww.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable I Pnted with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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ActIng Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Grijalva: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA fmalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lowenthal: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
RecyclewRecyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honàrable Jared Huffinan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 fmal coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
RecycleWRecyclabie • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Michael B. Capuano 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Capuano: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
RecycleWRecyclable S Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

B 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Betty McCollum 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman McCollum: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-12 19 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the 	 s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
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SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
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The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Connolly: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WI1N Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:I/www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

BarryN. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Jared Polis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Polis: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:/Iwww.epa.gov 
RecycledfRecyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
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OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Pramila Jayapal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Jayapal: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 fmal coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:Ilwww.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable • Pnted with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.

y N. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Michael Quigley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Quigley: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIE1N Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address CURL) • http://www.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



N. Breen 
Actihg Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Jerry McNemey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman McNemey: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that'are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Pdnted with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



B?y tT. i3reen 
Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Donald S. Beyer, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Beyer: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WI1N) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:llwww.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable • Pnted with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsurner, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Bary N. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Darren M. Soto 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the fmal rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:/Iwww.epa.gov 
RecycledlRecyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.

N	 'eri 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Matthew Cartwright 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 fmal coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the fmal rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:/Iwww.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



BN.'Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Ted W. Lieu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lieu: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24,2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the fmal rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:Ilwww.epa.gov 
RecycledfRecyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Barbara Lee 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA fmalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 fmal coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WI1N Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the coniment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:I/www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed withVegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.

reen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Ro Khanna 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA fmalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-12 19 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:I/www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Barry N. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable A. Donald McEachin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman McEachin: 

Thank you for.your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities, Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA fmalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard conmients from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:Ilwww.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable James P. McGovern 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman McGovern: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities, Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WI1N) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the fmal rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Bariy N. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Nanette Diaz Barragán 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Barragán: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 fmal coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:/Iwww.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper
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Breen 

Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Adam Smith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
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The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Krishnamoorthi: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 fmal coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:Ilwww.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper



Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Barry'N. Breén 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Lofgren: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the fmal rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Barry N. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Donald M. Payne, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Payne: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman DeSaulnier: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is conmiitted to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WI1N) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
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Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Emanuel Cleaver, II 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cleaver: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:Ilwww.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.

reen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable Brian M. Higgins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Higgins: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA fmalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the fmal rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:/Iwww.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further cfuestions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Salud 0. Carbajal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Carbajal: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA fmalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG Ct al. v EPA, No. 15-12 19 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the fmal rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:llwww.epa.gov
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Acting Assistant Administrator

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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The Honorable John Yarmuth 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Yarmuth: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:Ilwww.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.

N. lMeen 
Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
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OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Carol Shea-Porter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Shea-Porter: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:I/www.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
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NOW THE

OFFICE OF LAND AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Brendan F. Boyle 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Boyle: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http:llwww.epa.gov
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Again thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
SOLID WASTE AND
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Jan Schakowsky 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Schakowsky: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities, Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WI1N) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see US WAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Acting Assistant Administrator



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
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The Honorable Daniel W. Lipinski 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lipinski: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WI1N) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.

N. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
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The Honorable Alma Adams 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Adams: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These fmal revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 fmal coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to pennit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA' s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.caro1ynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Barr3rN. Breen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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The Honorable G. K. Butterfield 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Butterfield: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the final rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
levine.carolyn@epa.gov or at (202) 564-1859.
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The Honorable Nydia M. Velázquez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Velazquez: 

Thank you for your letter of July 12, 2018, to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, regarding the 
proposed rule titled, Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) from Electric Utilities; Amendments 
to the National Minimum Criteria (Phase One). 

The EPA is committed to addressing the risks associated with coal ash disposal. On July 18, 2018, the 
EPA finalized the first set of revisions to the 2015 regulations for the disposal of CCR from electric 
utilities and independent power producers to facilitate the agency's implementation of the Water 
Infrastructure for Improvements to the Nation (WIN) Act and regulation of CCR disposal through state 
and federal permit programs. These revisions provide utilities and states more flexibility in how CCR is 
managed, while continuing to meet the statutory safety standards on which the CCR rule is based. 

These final revisions and the other proposed amendments to the CCR disposal regulations include 
provisions that are similar to those currently available in the long-standing municipal solid waste 
regulations presently implemented by states. The proposal also contains other amendments subject to 
EPA approval and oversight, including amendments to certain provisions of the 2015 final coal ash rule 
that were remanded back to the agency in 2016 as part of the settlement of certain claims brought 
challenging the fmal rule, see USWAG et al. v EPA, No. 15-1219 (DC Cir. 2015). Many of the 
regulatory changes will help implement the WIN Act and the transition to permit programs. 

Regarding the length of the comment period, the EPA reviewed over 160,000 comments. In addition, at 
the public hearing on April 24, 2018, the EPA heard comments from over 70 speakers and considered 
this important input in developing the final rule. 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Carolyn Levine in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
1evine.carolynepa.gov or at (202) 564-1859. 

Bth N'. feen 
Acting Assistant Administrator
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